
SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE 

 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING 

 
Proposed Amendment of Pa.R.J.C.P. 140 and 141 

 
The Juvenile Court Procedural Rules Committee is considering proposing to the 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania the amendment of Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court 
Procedure 140 and 141 governing bench warrant procedures for the reasons set forth in 
the accompanying publication report.  Pursuant to Pa.R.J.A. 103(a)(1), the proposal is 
being published in the Pennsylvania Bulletin for comments, suggestions, or objections 
prior to submission to the Supreme Court.   
 

Any report accompanying this proposal was prepared by the Committee to indicate 
the rationale for the proposed rulemaking.  It will neither constitute a part of the rules nor 
be adopted by the Supreme Court. 

 
The Committee invites all interested persons to submit comments, suggestions, or 

objections in writing to: 
 

Daniel A. Durst, Chief Counsel 
Juvenile Court Procedural Rules Committee 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania Judicial Center 

P.O. Box 62635 
Harrisburg, PA 17106-2635 

FAX: 717-231-9541 
juvenilerules@pacourts.us 

 
 All communications in reference to the proposal should be received by October 1, 
2024.  E-mail is the preferred method for submitting comments, suggestions, or 
objections; any e-mailed submission need not be reproduced and resubmitted via mail.  
The Committee will acknowledge receipt of all submissions. 
 

     By the Juvenile Court Procedural Rules Committee, 
       

Judge Andrea Marceca Strong, Chair 
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Rule 140.  Bench Warrants for Failure to Appear at Hearings. 

[A.] (a) Issuance of [warrant] Warrant. 

 
(1) Before a bench warrant may be issued by a judge, the judge shall 

find that the subpoenaed or summoned person received sufficient 
notice of the hearing and failed to appear. 

 
(2) For the purpose of a bench warrant, a judge may not find notice 

solely based on first-class mail service. 

[B.](b) Entry of [warrant information] Warrant Information. Upon being 
notified by the court, the juvenile probation officer or other court designee 
shall enter or request that a law enforcement officer enter the bench 
warrant in all appropriate registries. 

[C.](c) Juvenile. 

(1) [Where to take the juvenile] Appearance of Juvenile. Detention. 
 

[a)](i) When a juvenile is taken into custody pursuant to a bench 
warrant, the juvenile shall [be taken] appear, without 
unnecessary delay, [to] before the judge who issued the 
warrant, or a judge or juvenile court hearing officer designated 
by the President Judge to hear bench warrants. 

[b)](ii) If the juvenile [is not brought] does not appear before a 
judge or juvenile court hearing officer, the juvenile shall be 
released unless: 

[i)](A) the warrant specifically orders detention of the juvenile; 
or 

[ii)](B) there are circumstances learned at the time of the 
surrender or apprehension that warrant detention of 
the juvenile. 

[c)](iii) If a juvenile is detained pending a hearing, the juvenile shall 
be detained in a detention facility or other facility either 
designated in the bench warrant [by the judge] or directed 
by the court at the time the juvenile is taken into custody 
[pending a hearing]. 

(2) Prompt [hearing] Hearing. 
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[a)](i) If a juvenile is detained, the juvenile shall [be brought] 
appear before the judge who issued the warrant, a judge or 
juvenile court hearing officer designated by the President 
Judge to hear bench warrants, or an out-of-county judge or 
juvenile court hearing officer pursuant to [paragraph (C)(4)] 
subdivision (c)(4) within [seventy-two] 72 hours. 

[b)](ii) If the juvenile [is not brought] does not appear before a 
judge or juvenile court hearing officer within this time, the 
juvenile shall be released. 

(3) Notification of [guardian] Guardian.  If a juvenile is taken into 
custody pursuant to a bench warrant, the arresting officer shall 
immediately notify the juvenile’s guardian of the juvenile’s 
whereabouts and the reasons for the issuance of the bench warrant. 
 

(4) Out-of-[county-custody] County Custody. 
 

[a)](i) If a juvenile is taken into custody pursuant to a bench warrant 
in a county other than the county of issuance, the county of 
issuance shall be notified immediately. 

[b)](ii) Arrangements to transport the juvenile shall be made 
immediately. 

[c)](iii) If transportation cannot be arranged immediately, then the 
juvenile shall [be taken] appear, without unnecessary delay, 
[to] before a judge or juvenile court hearing officer of the 
county where the juvenile is found. 

[d)](iv) The judge or juvenile court hearing officer [will] shall identify 
the juvenile as the subject of the warrant, decide whether 
detention is warranted, and order or recommend that 
arrangements be made to transport the juvenile to the county 
of issuance. 

(5) Time [requirements] Requirements. The time requirements of 
Rules 240, 391, 404, 510, and 605 shall be followed. 

[D.](d) Witnesses. 

(1) [Where to take the witness] Appearance of Witness. 

[a)](i) When a witness is taken into custody pursuant to a bench 
warrant, the witness shall [be taken] appear, without 
unnecessary delay, [to] before the judge who issued the 
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warrant, or a judge or juvenile court hearing officer designated 
by the President Judge to hear bench warrants. 

[b)](ii) If the witness [is not brought] does not appear before a 
judge or juvenile court hearing officer, the witness shall be 
released unless the warrant specifically orders detention of 
the witness. 

[c)](iii) A motion for detention as a witness may be filed any_time 
before or after the issuance of a bench warrant.  The judge 
may order or the juvenile court hearing officer may 
recommend detention of the witness pending a hearing. 

([i]A) Minor.  If a detained witness is a minor, the witness 
shall be detained in a detention facility. 

([ii]B) Adult.  If a detained witness is an adult, the witness 
shall be detained at the county jail. 

(2) Prompt [hearing] Hearing. 
 

[a)](i) If a witness is detained pursuant to [paragraph (D)(1)(c)] 
subdivision (d)(1)(iii) or [brought back] transported to the 
county of issuance pursuant to [paragraph (D)(4)(f)] 
subdivision (d)(4)(vi), the witness shall [be brought] appear 
before the judge or juvenile court hearing officer by the next 
business day. 

 
[b)](ii) If the witness [is not brought] does not appear before a 

judge or juvenile court hearing officer within this time, the 
witness shall be released. 
 

(3) Notification of [guardian] Guardian. If a witness who is taken into 
custody pursuant to a bench warrant is a minor, the arresting officer 
shall immediately notify the witness’s guardian of the witness’s 
whereabouts and the reasons for the issuance of the bench warrant. 
 

(4) Out-of-[county custody] County Custody. 
 

[a)](i) If a witness is taken into custody pursuant to a bench warrant 
in a county other than the county of issuance, the county of 
issuance shall be notified immediately. 

 
[b)](ii) The witness shall [be taken] appear, without unnecessary 

delay and within the next business day, [to] before a judge or 
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juvenile court hearing officer of the county where the witness 
is found. 

 
[c)](iii) The judge or juvenile court hearing officer will identify the 

witness as the subject of the warrant, decide whether 
detention as a witness is warranted, and order or recommend 
that arrangements be made to transport the witness to the 
county of issuance. 

 
[d)](iv) Arrangements to transport the witness shall be made 

immediately. 
 
[e)](v) If transportation cannot be arranged immediately, the witness 

shall be released unless the warrant or other order of court 
specifically orders detention of the witness. 

 
[i)](A) Minor.  If the witness is a minor, the witness may be 

detained in an out-of-county detention facility. 
 
[ii)](B) Adult.  If the witness is an adult, the witness may be 

detained in an out-of-county jail. 
 

[f)](vi) If detention is ordered, the witness shall be [brought back] 
transported to the county of issuance within [seventy-two] 
72 hours from the execution of the warrant. 

 
[g)](vii) If the time requirements of this [paragraph] subdivision are 

not met, the witness shall be released. 
 

[E)](e) Advanced Communication Technology.  A court may utilize advanced 
communication technology pursuant to Rule 129 for the appearance of a 
juvenile or a witness unless good cause is shown otherwise. 

 

[F)](f) Return [& execution] and Execution of [the warrant] Warrant for 
[juveniles] Juveniles and [witnesses] Witnesses. 

 
(1) The bench warrant shall be executed without unnecessary delay. 

 
(2) The bench warrant shall be returned to the judge who issued the 

warrant, or to the judge or juvenile court hearing officer designated 
by the President Judge to hear bench warrants. 
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(3) When the bench warrant is executed, the arresting officer shall 
immediately execute a return of the warrant with the judge. 
 

(4) Upon the return of the warrant, the judge shall vacate the bench 
warrant. 
 

(5) Once the warrant is vacated, the juvenile probation officer or other 
court designee shall remove or request that a law enforcement officer 
remove the bench warrant in all appropriate registries. 

 
Comment:  42 Pa.C.S. § 6335(c) was suspended to the extent it is inconsistent with 
this rule.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 800(2). 
 

Pursuant to [paragraph (A)] subdivision (a), the judge is to ensure that the 
person received sufficient notice of the hearing and failed to attend.  The judge may order 
that the person be served in-person or by certified mail, return receipt.  The judge may 
rely on first-class mail service if additional evidence of sufficient notice is presented.  For 
example, testimony that the person was told in person about the hearing is sufficient 
notice.  Before issuing a bench warrant, the judge should determine if the guardian was 
notified. 

    [Under Rule 800, 42 Pa.C.S. § 6335(c) was suspended only to the extent that 
it is inconsistent with this rule.  Under paragraph (A)(1), the judge is to find a 
subpoenaed or summoned person failed to appear and sufficient notice was given 
to issue a bench warrant.  The fact that the juvenile or witness may abscond or may 
not attend or be brought to a hearing is not sufficient evidence for a bench warrant.]   

The fact that the juvenile or witness did not attend a hearing is not sufficient 
evidence, alone, for a bench warrant.  A judge may issue a bench warrant if the 
judge finds that a subpoenaed or summoned person failed to appear, and sufficient 
notice was given.     

This rule[, however,] does not prohibit probation from recommending detention 
for a juvenile.  [The normal rules of procedure in these rules are to be followed if a 
juvenile is detained.  See Chapter Two, Part D.]  For procedures if a juvenile is 
detained under those circumstances, see Pa.R.J.C.P. 240-243. 

    Pursuant to [paragraph (C), the] subdivision (c), a “juvenile” is the subject of 
the delinquency proceedings.  [When] If a witness is a child, the witness is referred to as 
a “minor.”  [This distinction is made to differentiate between children who are 
alleged delinquents and children who are witnesses.  See paragraph (C) for alleged 
delinquents and paragraph (D) for witnesses.  See also Rule 120 for definition of 
“juvenile” and “minor.”]  A juvenile is subject to subdivision (c) and a minor 
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witness is subject to subdivision (d).  See also Pa.R.J.C.P. 120 (defining “juvenile” 
and “minor”). 

    Pursuant to [paragraph (C)(1)(a)] subdivision (c)(1)(i), the juvenile is to [be 
taken] immediately [to] appear before the judge who issued the bench warrant, or a 
judge or juvenile court hearing officer designated by the President Judge of that county 
to hear bench warrants.  This provision allows the judge or juvenile court hearing officer 
the discretion to postpone a hearing, for example, the adjudicatory hearing, until later in 
the same day while the police officer, sheriff, or juvenile probation officer retrieves the 
juvenile.  If taken into custody on the same day, the juvenile is to [be brought] 
immediately appear before the court for the hearing.  However, pursuant to [paragraph 
(C)(1)(b)] subdivision (c)(1)(ii), if a bench warrant specifically provides that the juvenile 
may be detained in a detention facility, or there are circumstances apparent at the time 
of the surrender or apprehension that merit detention of the juvenile, the juvenile may be 
detained without having to [be brought] appear before the judge or juvenile court hearing 
officer until a hearing within [seventy-two] 72 hours under [paragraph (C)(2)(a)] 
subdivision (c)(2)(i).  The juvenile is not to languish in a detention facility.  [Pursuant to 
this paragraph, if] If a hearing is not held promptly, the juvenile is to be 
released.  [See paragraph (C)(2)(b).] 

 Subdivision (c)(1)(iii) permits the warrant to designate where the juvenile 
should be detained or to include contact information when the juvenile is taken into 
custody.  The information allows the arresting officer to contact the court or the 
court’s designee to ascertain where the juvenile should be detained based on 
current availability within facilities.   

    At the [seventy-two] 72-hour hearing, the judge or juvenile court hearing officer 
may determine that the juvenile willfully failed to appear and may continue the detention 
of the juvenile until the rescheduled hearing.  If the juvenile is detained, the rescheduled 
hearing is governed by the time requirements provided elsewhere in these 
rules.  See [Rules] Pa.R.J.C.P. 240, 391, 404, 510, and 605. 

    Under [paragraphs (C)(2) and (C)(4)] subdivisions (c)(2) and (c)(4), a juvenile 
taken into custody pursuant to a bench warrant is to have a hearing within [seventy-two] 
72 hours regardless of where the juvenile is found.  See [Rule] Pa.R.J.C.P. 240(C). 

    Pursuant to [paragraph (C)(4)] subdivision (c)(4), the juvenile may be detained 
out-of-county until transportation arrangements can be made. 

    [Pursuant to paragraph (C)(5), the time requirements of all other rules are to 
apply to juveniles who are detained.  See, e.g., Rules 240, 391, 404, 510, and 605.] 

    Pursuant to [paragraph (D)(1)(a), the] subdivision (d)(1)(i), a witness is to [be 
taken] immediately [to] appear before the judge who issued the bench warrant or a 
judge or juvenile court hearing officer designated by the President Judge of that county 
to hear bench warrants.  This provision allows the judge or juvenile court hearing officer 
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the discretion to postpone a hearing, for example, an adjudicatory hearing, until later in 
the same day while the police officer, sheriff, or juvenile probation officer retrieves the 
witness.  The witness is to [be brought] immediately appear before the court for the 
hearing.  However, pursuant to [paragraph (D)(1)(b)] subdivision (d)(1)(ii), if the judge 
or juvenile court hearing officer is not available, the witness is to be released immediately 
unless the warrant specifically orders detention.  Pursuant to [paragraph (D)(1)(c)] 
subdivision (d)(1)(iii), a motion for detention as a witness may be filed.  If the witness is 
detained, a prompt hearing pursuant to [paragraph (D)(2)] subdivision (d)(2) is to be 
held by the next business day or the witness is to be released.  [See paragraph 
(D)(2)(b).]  

    At the hearing pursuant to [paragraph (D)(2)(a)] subdivision (d)(2)(i), the judge 
or juvenile court hearing officer may determine that the witness willfully failed to appear 
and find or recommend that the witness is in contempt of court, or that the witness is in 
need of protective custody.  If the judge or juvenile court hearing officer has made one of 
these findings, the judge may continue the detention of the witness until the rescheduled 
hearing.  The judge or juvenile court hearing officer should schedule the hearing as soon 
as possible.  In any event, if the witness is detained, the rescheduled hearing must be 
conducted by the specific time requirements provided elsewhere in these 
rules.  See [Rules] Pa.R.J.C.P. 240, 391, 404, 510, and 605. 

    Pursuant to [paragraph (D)(4)(b)] subdivision (d)(4)(ii), a witness is to [be 
brought] appear before an out-of-county judge or juvenile court hearing officer by the 
next business day unless the witness can [be brought] appear before the judge who 
issued the bench warrant within this time.  When the witness is transported back to the 
county of issuance within [seventy-two] 72 hours of the execution of the bench warrant, 
the witness is to [be brought] appear before the court by the next business 
day.  [See paragraph (D)(4)(f).]  

   [Pursuant to paragraph (F)(2), the bench warrant is to be returned to the 
judge who issued the warrant or to the judge or juvenile court hearing officer 
designated by the President Judge to hear warrants by the arresting officer 
executing a return of warrant.  See paragraph (F)(3).]  

    [Pursuant to paragraph (F)(4), the bench warrant is to be vacated after the 
return of the warrant is executed.]  “Vacated,” as used in subdivision (f)(4), [is to 
denote] denotes that the bench warrant has been served, dissolved, executed, 
dismissed, canceled, returned, or any other similar language used by the judge to 
terminate the warrant.  The bench warrant is no longer in effect once it has been vacated. 

    [Pursuant to paragraph (F)(5), once the warrant is vacated, the juvenile 
probation officer, other court designee, or law enforcement officer is to remove the 
warrant from all appropriate registries so] The intent of subdivision (f)(5) is to 
prevent the juvenile [is not] from being taken into custody on the same warrant if the 
juvenile is released. 
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    [See] See 42 Pa.C.S. § 4132 for punishment of contempt for juveniles and 
witnesses. 

    If there is a bench warrant issued, juvenile court hearing officers may hear cases 
in which the petition alleges only misdemeanors.  See [Rule] Pa.R.J.C.P. 187(A)(2) and 
[(3)] (A)(3).  The purpose of the hearing for juveniles pursuant to [paragraph (C)(2)(a)] 
subdivision (c)(2)(i) or the hearing for witnesses pursuant to [paragraph (D)(2)(a)] 
subdivision (d)(2)(i) is to determine if the juvenile or witness willfully failed to appear and 
if continued detention is necessary. 

    Pursuant to Rule 191, the juvenile court hearing officer is to submit his or her 
findings and recommendation to the court.  In bench warrant cases, the juvenile court 
hearing officer should immediately take his or her recommendation to the judge so the 
judge can make the final determination of whether the juvenile or witness should be 
released.  See [Rule] Pa.R.J.C.P. 191(D). 

    If the findings and recommendation are not taken immediately to the judge, the 
juvenile court hearing officer is to submit the recommendation within one business 
day.  See [Rule] Pa.R.J.C.P. 191(C). 

[Official Note:  Rule 140 adopted February 26, 2008, effective June 1, 2008. 
Amended September 30, 2009, effective January 1, 2010. Amended April 21, 2011, 
effective July 1, 2011. Amended September 20, 2011, effective November 1, 2011. 
Amended April 6, 2017, effective September 1, 2017. Amended May 4, 2018, 
effective July 1, 2018.] 

[Committee Explanatory Reports: 

    Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 140 published with the Court’s 
Order at 38 Pa.B. 1142 (March 8, 2008).  Final Report explaining the amendments to 
Rule 140 with the Court’s Order at 39 Pa.B. 6029 (October 17, 2009).  Final Report 
explaining the amendments to Rule 140 published with the Court’s Order at 41 
Pa.B. 2319 (May 7, 2011).  Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 140 with 
the Court’s Order at 41 Pa.B. 5355 (October 8, 2011).  Final Report explaining the 
amendments to Rule 140 published with the Court’s Order at 47 Pa.B. 2313 (April 
22, 2017).  Final Report explaining the amendments to Rule 140 published with the 
Court’s Order at 48 Pa.B. 2939 (May 19, 2018).] 
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Rule 141.  Bench Warrants for Absconders. 
 

[A.](a) Issuance of [warrant] Warrant.  The juvenile probation officer shall 
immediately notify the court upon notification or recognition that a juvenile 
has absconded from the supervision of the court.  The court may issue a 
bench warrant for the juvenile. 

 
[B.](b) Entry of [warrant information] Warrant Information.  Upon being notified 

by the court, the juvenile probation officer or other court designee shall 
enter or request that a law enforcement officer enter the bench warrant in 
all appropriate registries. 

 
[C.](c) [Where to take the juvenile] Detention.  The juvenile shall be detained, 

pending a hearing pursuant to subdivision (d), in a detention facility or 
other facility either designated in the bench warrant [pending a hearing 
pursuant to paragraph (D)] or directed by the court at the time the 
juvenile is taken into custody.  If the juvenile is taken into custody in 
a county other than the county of issuance, the juvenile shall be 
transported back to the county of issuance prior to the hearing 
pursuant to subdivision (d). 

 
[D.](d) Prompt [hearing] Hearing. 
 

(1) The juvenile shall have a detention hearing within [seventy-two] 72 
hours of the placement in detention. 

 
(2) A court may utilize advanced communication technology pursuant to 

Rule 129 for the appearance of a juvenile or a witness unless good 
cause is shown otherwise. 

 
[E.](e) Time [requirements] Requirements.  The time requirements of Rules 240, 

391, 404, 510, and 605 shall be followed. 
 
[F.](f) Notification of [guardian] Guardian.  When the juvenile is taken into 

custody pursuant to a bench warrant, the arresting officer shall immediately 
notify the juvenile’s guardian of the juvenile’s whereabouts and the reasons 
for the issuance of the bench warrant. 

 
[G.](g)  Return [& execution of the warrant] and Execution of Warrant. 

 
(1)   The bench warrant shall be executed without unnecessary delay. 
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(2)   The bench warrant shall be returned to the judge who issued the 
warrant or to the judge designated by the President Judge to hear 
bench warrants. 

 
(3)   When the bench warrant is executed, the arresting officer shall 

immediately execute a return of the warrant with the judge. 
 
(4)   Upon the return of the warrant, the judge shall vacate the bench 

warrant. 
 
(5)   Once the warrant is vacated, the court shall order the probation 

officer or other court designee to remove or request that a law 
enforcement officer remove the warrant from all appropriate 
registries. 

 
Comment:  Pursuant to [paragraph (A), when] subdivision (a), the court may issue 
a bench warrant if a juvenile: 1) escapes from a placement facility, detention facility, 
shelter care facility, foster-care, or other court-ordered program or placement; 2) fails to 
report to juvenile probation; 3) cannot be located by juvenile probation; or 4) otherwise 
leaves the jurisdiction of the court[, the court may issue a warrant for the juvenile]. 
    

Pursuant to [paragraph (B)] subdivision (b), the court is to notify the juvenile 
probation officer or another court designee to enter or request that a law enforcement 
officer enter the bench warrant in all appropriate registries, such as JNET, CLEAN, PCIC, 
and NCIC. 
    

[Pursuant to paragraph (C), the juvenile is to be detained in a detention 
facility or any other facility designated in the bench warrant.  If a juvenile is taken 
into custody pursuant to the bench warrant in a county other than the county of 
issuance, the juvenile is to be transported back to the county of issuance prior to 
the seventy-two-hour detention hearing mandated pursuant to paragraph (D)(1).] 
    

Pursuant to [paragraphs (D)(1) and (E)] subdivisions (d)(1) and (e), the time 
requirements of the Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure are to apply, including the 
[seventy-two] 72-hour detention hearing.  See, e.g., [Rules] Pa.R.J.C.P. 240, 391, 404, 
510, and 605. 
    

[The arresting officer is to notify the juvenile’s guardian of the arrest, the 
reasons for the arrest, and the juvenile’s whereabouts under paragraph (F).] 
    

[Pursuant to paragraph (G)(2), the bench warrant is to be returned to the 
judge who issued the warrant or to the judge designated by the President Judge to 
hear warrants by the arresting officer executing a return of warrant.  See paragraph 
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(G)(3).]  The “judge” in subdivision (g)(3) is the judge who issued the warrant or the 
judge designated by the President Judge to hear warrants pursuant to subdivision 
(g)(2). 
    

[Pursuant to paragraph (G)(4), the bench warrant is to be vacated after the 
return of the warrant is executed.]  “Vacated,” as used in subdivision (g)(4), [is to 
denote] denotes that the bench warrant has been served, dissolved, executed, 
dismissed, canceled, returned, or any other similar language used by the judge to 
terminate the warrant.  The bench warrant is no longer in effect once it has been vacated. 
    

[Pursuant to paragraph (G)(5), once the warrant is vacated, the juvenile 
probation officer or other court designee is to remove the warrant or request that 
a law enforcement officer remove the warrant from all appropriate registries so] 
The intent of subdivision (g)(5) is to prevent the juvenile [is not] from being taken 
into custody on the same warrant if the juvenile is released. 
 
[Official Note:  Rule 141 adopted September 30, 2009, effective January 1, 2010. 
Amended April 21, 2011, effective July 1, 2011. 
 
Committee Explanatory Reports: 
 
    Final Report explaining the provisions of Rule 141 published with the Court’s 
Order at 39 Pa.B. 6029 (October 17, 2009).  Final Report explaining the amendments 
to Rule 141 published with the Court’s Order at 41 Pa.B. 2319 (May 7, 2011).] 
 



 
 

SUPREME COURT OF PENNSYLVANIA 
JUVENILE COURT PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE 

 
PUBLICATION REPORT 

 
Proposed Amendment of Pa.R.J.C.P. 140 and 141 

 
The Juvenile Court Procedural Rules Committee (“Committee”) is considering 

proposing the amendment of Pennsylvania Rules of Juvenile Court Procedure 140 and 
141 to permit a court to direct a juvenile’s place of detention at the time of apprehension 
pursuant to a bench warrant.    

 
 If a juvenile, with sufficient notice, fails to appear at a hearing, or a juvenile 
absconds, the court may issue a bench warrant for the juvenile.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 140, 
141.  The statewide Common Pleas Case Management System (CPCMS) requires a 
court user to input specific information to generate a bench warrant.  Because CPCMS is 
programmed to adhere to the requirements of the rules, the user must enter information 
directing where to detain an apprehended juvenile, i.e., “place of detention,” before the 
bench warrant can be generated and issued.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 140(C)(1)(c), 141(C). 
 
 The Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) maintains CPMCS, as 
well as receives feedback and requests from users.  In consultation with the Committee, 
AOPC also designs and publishes forms necessary to implement the rules.  See 
Pa.R.J.C.P. 165.  As is relevant to the instant proposal, AOPC received a request to 
revise the CPCMS-generated bench warrant to permit the court, at the time of 
apprehension, to direct where to detain a juvenile.  The rationale for the request was that 
the court could not predict, at the time of issuing a bench warrant, the availability of a 
detention center at the time of apprehension given that availability can vary over time.  
Believing that changes to the content of bench warrants was constrained by the rules, the 
matter was brought before the Committee 
 
 The Committee proposes responsive rule amendments that would modify the 
“place of detention” requirement to make it optional for the court user to instead insert 
contact information, e.g., juvenile probation office telephone number, to be used by law 
enforcement once the juvenile is apprehended.  Thus, the court user would have the 
option of including either the detention facility or the contact information in the bench 
warrant.  These options are intended to be mutually exclusive.  Corollary amendments to 
the rule governing bench warrants for the failure to appear in dependency proceedings 
were not included because a child would be placed in shelter care and not a detention 
center.  See Pa.R.J.C.P. 1140, cmt. at ¶ 4. 
 
 Additionally, Pa.R.J.C.P. 140 and 141 have been revised stylistically.  The 
apprehended juvenile or witness would no longer be “brought” before a judge; rather, they 
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would “appear.”  Some of the commentary restating the rule text has been removed.  In 
Pa.R.J.C.P. 141, the third paragraph of the Comment has been removed and subdivision  
(c) amended to include language governing out-of-county apprehension. 
 
  The Committee invites all comments, concerns, and suggestions regarding this 
rulemaking proposal. 
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