APPLICATION FOR

i SEARCH WARRANT
COUNTY OF M T Fand AND AUTHORIZATION

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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Docket Number ) "“Warrant Control

{Issuing Autherity): Number; PA24-835276 Number: PA24-835276-8

Tpr. Joseph MORRIS - PA State Police - Mercer (724) 662-6162 07/03/24
LV — AGENCY PHONE NUNBER

s e R Y i
IDENTIFY ITEMS TO BE SEARCHED FOR AND SEIZED (Be as specific as possibie):

See attached Continuation.

A gray Nissan Sentra bearing PA Registration #LLZ7772, VIN #3N1AB7APEFY270614 which is currently held in evidence at PSP Mercer located
in Jackson Twp. Mercer County and all seperately secured containers found within said vehicle.

‘Criminal Homicide 06/23/2024
4|:| Warrant Application Approved by District Attorney — DA File No.

3 {if DA appraval required per Pa.R.Crim.P. 202{A) with assigned File No. per Pa.R.Crim.P. 507)

gEI Additional Pages Attached (Other than Affidavit of Probable Cause)

;é Probabie Cause Affidavit(s) MUST be attached (unless sealed below) Total number of pages: 2

HTOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES IS SUM OF ALL APPLICATION, PROBABLE CAUSE AND CONTINUATION PAGES EVEN IF ANY OF THE PAGES ARE SEALED

The below named Affiant, being duly sworn {or affirmed) before the Issuing Authority according to law, deposes and says that there is probable

cause to believe that the items or praperty identified are evidence or the fruit of a crime, or are confraband, or are expected to be otherwise

unlawfully possessed or subject to seizure, and that these items or property are or are expected 1o be located on the particular person or at the

particular place described abave. | certify that this filing complies with the provisions of the Case Records Public Access Policy of the Unified

judicial System of Pennsylyania that require filing confidential information and documents differently than non-confidential information and
ocuments,

+ 7oL PA State Police - Mercer 10297

Agency or Address if Private Affiant Badge Number

fore me this 2nd___ day of July ,. 2024 . Mag. Dist. No.

S L Baes ¢ T Cogmeiylds [ JsghL)

Signatiire of Issuing Authori * Office Addrass

SE AR&H WARRANT WHEREAS, facls have been sworn to or afirmed before me by written affidavit(s) attached hereto from
TO LAW ENFORCEMENT which | have found probable cause, | do-authorize you to search the premises or person described, and to
OEFICER: seize, secure, inventory and make refurn according to the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure.

This Warrant shall be served as soon as practicable and shall be served only between the hours of 6AM to 10PM but in no event later than:*

[:]This ant shall be sefved as soon.as practicable and may e ed any time during tHe day opnight but in no event later than: ™
(m‘v/nﬂs ﬁM,o‘clock gﬁ fF/'ﬁf/ .% . —
ThisWarrant shall be returned to judicial ofﬁcer/ M d /kﬂ‘“ ;}/”I’M L/

~ The issuing authorify should specify a dale not later than two (2) da ys after issuance. Pa. R:'Crim.P. 205(4}.
 If the jssuing authority finds reasonable qause for issuing a nightlime warrant on the basis of additional reasonable cause set forth int the accompanying affidavit(s)

and wishes Ip4sSpe a nightlime wamg n this b hallpe checked. Pa.R.GHmF. 208(7).
Issued ungér my hand this ___ day of {ngi,//‘ jﬂ"%, at // 4 éf '}b M, o'clock.
/&= 27 P Tau Do (SEAL)

TN f e

/.,

>
Sthature of Issding Aithon'ty Mag. Dist. or Judicial Dist. No. Date Commission Expires

Title of Issuing Authori Magisterial District Judge [S=BmR#ion Pleas Judge []

[ For good cause stated in the affidavit(s} the Search Warrant Affidavit(s) are sealed for
days by my certification and signature. (Pa.R.Crim.P. 211)

(Date) {SEAL)

Signature of Issuing Auth ority (Judge of the Court of Common Pleas o7 Appellate Court Justice or Judge).

1

TO BE COMbi.E?I'ED BY-THE ISSUING AUTHORITY

AQPC 410A




Commonwealth of Pennsylvania AFFIDAVIT OF
"COUNTY OF MERCER PROBABLE CAUSE
E;)cket Number pA 101~20 ZL] Police Incident Warrant Co:::\trol. |
(Issuing Authority): Number: PA24-835276 Number: PA24-835276-8

PROBABLE CAUSE BELIEF IS BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES:

On 06/25/2024 at approximately 1431 hours, Sharon Police Department responded to 343 Cedar Avenue forthe report of a
missing juvenile. The juvenile's father, Paul LIKENS Sr., reported that his son.(here after referred to as victim), 14 yoa, was missing.
He related that he last spoke with his son on 06/22/2024 by phone. LIKENS Sr advised that he and his younger son had left his
residence on 06/22/2024 to visit a family member and stay in Greenville, PA for several days. He advised that he spoke with the
victim on 06/22/2024 in the svening by phone. He related that the victim told him that he was going to spend the night at a friend’s
residence, however, the identity of the friend he was going to stay with is unknown. LIKENS Sr. advised that he has not been able to
reach his son by phone since then. He advised that no other family members or friends have had any contact with the victim since
the early morning hours of 06/23/2024. Paul LIKENS Sr advised that his son has never done anything like this before and that this is
very abnormal.

On 06/26/2024, a known juvenile friend of the victim was interviewed. She advised that the victim was at her residence on
06/22/2024 until around 2100 or 2130 hours. She related that he left to walk home to his residence. She advised that around 0230
hours on 06/23/2024, the victim posted an.image on Snapchat of a dark roadway and made a statement indicating that he was out for
a late-night walk to clear his mind. She related that she had sent him a message to see if he was ok. She related that he responded
once to her indicating that he was ok, but had not responded to her any further after she tried to have more conversations with him.
She advised that she had been.unable to reach him since that time.

Data cbtained from the victim's cellular provider indicates that his cellular phone has been off since the early morning hours of
06/23/2024. Location data indicates that the victim may have been walking on foot away from his residence in a westward direction.
As of 07/01/2024, no viabla |eads have been established to date which would indicate anyone has seen or had any contact with the
victim since the early mormning hours of 06/23/2024. No cellular activity has been observed transmitting from the victim's cellutar
account either.

Location data obtained from the victim's cellular provider indicates that he may have left the area of his residence at 343 Cedar
Avenue and traveled in the direction of Budd Street and Sr 62 in the City of Sharon between 0300 and 0340 hours (EST) on
06/23/2024. Video foctage was obtained from a business near this location depicted a person consistent in clothing and physical
description as the victim traveling on foot south-on Dock Street and then West on Budd Street. The person observed walking in this
video appears to be utilizing a cell phone which is observed in his hand as the screen is cbserved to be on. This subject is walking
slowly and pausing frequently which seems to be consistent with waiting for someone or attempting to meet up with someone. No
other persons have been observed on foot in the area during this time period. The victim is then observed walking out of camera view
traveling West on Budd Street in the direction of the Shenango River bridge. The last known location of the victim’s cellular device
appears to be in this area around 0340 hours on 06/23/2024. Family members report that the victim utilizes his cell phone on a
consistent basis and uses Snapchat in addition to traditionat callftext to communicate. To date, the victim's cellular phone has not
been located.

On 06/25/2024, Hermitage Police Department was dispatched fo respond to the area of Shenango Lake in Clark Borough, Mercer
County. Dismembered human remains were recovered partially in the water. Over the next week, various dismembered human
remains have been recovered in the area surrounding Shenango Lake at various remote locations. Preliminary evaluation and
analysis of the remains by the Mercer County Coroner have preliminarily confirmed the remains to be that of the victim. Evaluation by
a forensic pathologist indicates that the victim was dismembered by some type of cutting instrument. Upon completion of the autopsy
of the recovered remains, the Coroner's Office has ruled the cause of death to be sharp force trauma to the head and the manner of
death is homicide.

i, THE AFFIANT, BEING DULY SWORN ACCORDING TO LAW, DEFOSE AND SAY THAT THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE AFFIDA\{[T ‘

ARE TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFO MATION AND BELIEF. | certify that this filing compligs wu_th

the provisions of the Case Records Public Access Policy of the Unified Judicial Syf'sﬂtg:n’;af Pennsylvania that require filing confidential
t!

information and documents differently than non-confidential information/and ﬁgp &nts.
ﬂ%‘:/{- 0143 o4 / o 7 Dodo i/ (SEAL)

Afffant Signature 7 Date +Ts¥ning Authbrily Signature " Date

AOPC 4108 2




AFFIDAVIT OF
PROBABLE CAUSE

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

COUNTY OF MERCER

Docket Number MD - 1077 “7.02»"[ Police Incident Warrant Gontrol
{Issuing Authority): Number: PA24-835276 Number: PA24-835276-8

PROBABLE CAUSE BELIEF IS BASED UPON THE FOLLOWING FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES:

Phone records and video surveillance from local businesses and residences show the victim traveling to the area of the boat
launch located along the Shenangoe River under the Budd Street overpass in the early morning hours of 06/23/2024 just before the
victim's phone stops communicating with cellular towers indicating it is either shut off or destroyed. Video footage was recovered in
the area of the entrance to the boat launch which depicts a vehicle traveling in and out of the boat launch around the time the victim's
phone last communicated with cellular towers in this area. This vehicle was traced through various surveillance videos from the boat
launch, traveiing West on Budd Street, North on Sterling Avenue before turning into the Riverwalk Apartment Complex located at 275
Sterling Avenue, Sharon, PA. Video surveillance footage was recovered from the interior entrancewaysfhallways of building A at the
complex for the early morning hours of 08/23/2024. A light skinned black male (later identified as DaShawn WATKINS) was observed
carrying a large empty duffle bag out of the apartment just prior to the time of the victim's fast known phone and video activity which
was consistent with the vehicle leaving the parking [ot and traveling to the boat launch area. WATKINS is observed retuming
approximately twenty to twenty-five minutes later again carrying the duffle bag which is apparently heavy and awkward again
consistent in timeline with the vehicle returning to the parking lot from the boat launch area. WATKINS is observed carrying this bag
into the first floor of the apartment building on the security camera footage. WATKINS was observed placing the duffte bag on the
floor just inside the main fire door of the hallway and then again placing it on the floor just outside of apartment #111 as he struggled
to carry it. WATKINS is observed then opening the deor and carrying the bag into apartment #111. What appears to be blood in the
video footage is observed on the floor in the area where WATKINS placed the large duffle bag in each location. WATKINS is
observed returning shortly after to these locations in the hallway, wearing different clothing and a cloth. WATKINS is observed
attempting to clean the areas of suspected blood from the hallway and entranceway floors before returning to his room. The footage
also depicted WATKINS leaving and returning to the residence several times on 06/23/2024. In the early morning hours of
06/24/2024, the actor is observed carrying heavy luggage as weill as several white trash bags out of his apartment and Jeaving the
complex in a four door sedan, consistent with the vehicle he was later driving when he was taken into custody. 1t should be noted that
during the recovery of the dismembered remains white trash bags consistent with these bags that WATKINS was seen carrying in the
video to the vehicle appeared consistent with those recovered at the dump sites. On 07/02/24, a search warrant was executed on
WATKINS apartment #111 at 275 Sterling Avenue as well as in the hallway traveled by WATKINS in the video. Numerous stains on
the floor, walls in both the hallway and in WATKINS apartment tested positive for blood during presumptive testing and evidence
collection.

Troopers responded lo this area of the complex upon observing this footage and secured the entranceway/hallway and exterior of
apartment #111.. Trooper SNYDER observed what appears to be blood staining in the entranceway and hallway in the locations
where WATKINS placed the duffle bag on the floor just outside of apartment #111. Contact was made with a male subject inside of
residence who identified himself as Dominick SHAFFER. SHAFFER indicated that he just moved into the apartment on 07/01/2024.
He advised that his apariment is rented/occupied by DaShawn WATKINS and he recently moved in with WATKINS. ‘WATKINS was
identified with rental records at the apartment as well. WATKINS appearance and description is consistent with the male observed in
the video footage on.06/23/2024 in the early morning hours. SHAFFER indicated that WATKINS was currently at work and not at the
residence. While speaking with SHAFFER, Trooper SNYDER observed what appeared to be blood inside of the threshold of the
doorway of the apartment. On 07/02/2024 at approximately 1905 hours, WATKINS returned to his residence at 275 Sterling Avenue
and was detained by officers at the scene, Upon taking WATKINS into custody, a large cut was observed on WATKINS lefi hand that
had been freated with stitches and appeared to be healing at this time. At the time WATKINS returned to his residence and was
taken into custody, he was operating a gray Nissan Sentra, bearing PA Registration #LLZ7772, VIN #3N1AB7APBFY270614 which is
registered to WATKINS. This vehicle was seized and transported to PSP Mercer where it was submitted into evidence for
preservation purposes pending the execution of a search warrant. A cellular phone was observed inside of the vehicle on the seat.

Your affiant respectfully requests that this search warrant be granted to search the aforementioned locations for evidence
pertaining to this investigation.

I, THE AFFIANT, BEING DULY SWORN ACCORDING TO LAW, DEPOSE AND SAY THAT THE FACTS SET FORTH IN THE AFEIDAVIT
ARE TRUE AND CORRECT TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE, INFORM N AND BELIEF. | certify that this filing complies with
the provisions of the Case Records Public Access Policy of the Unified Jdditial System ennsylvania that require filing confidential

information and gdocuments differently than non-confidential informati d"docum n‘(sow /‘/ o
-—WM o foy2y R B /A

Affiant Signature Date Issuing Authority Signature Date ..

T
AOPC 4108 2




APPLICATION FOR
SEARCH WARRANT
COUNTY OF MERCER CONTINUATION PAGES

‘Docket Numberi\f\{)f@} ~Z{)g,(! " police Incident I " Warrant Control
(Issuing Authorily}: Number: PA24-835276 Number: PA24-835276-8

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Continuation of:
X |ltems to be searched |:|Description of premises/person(s) |:' Owner/ Occupant |:| Violations

“and seized to be searched

TR

1A ey e s P

WEAPONS - Firearms, firearm retated items (including but not fimited to ammunition, spent cartridges, and expended
bullets/fragments} knives, tools, shamp objects, blunt objects and cutting instruments including saws, grinders ar other items
potentially capable of dismemberment.

TRACE EVIDENCE - Bodily fluids including but not limited to blood, saliva, seminal fluid, feces or urine, body paris, skin, human
tissue, hair, fibers, glass, foreign malerials, soil samples, gunshot residue or othger items or materials potentially containing
biological evidence or lrace amounts of this evidence. Articles of clothing, cellular phones, items of indicia or other personal
belongings known to be possessed by Ihe victim at the time of dissappearance or utilized by the actor in the commission of the
offense.

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE - Fingerprints, palm prinis, foot/shoe prints, clothing, footwear, tire impressions and toold marks, Any
plastic wrap, tarps, bags or other packaging material that could be used for transporting or concealing dismembered body parts.

ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT & STORAGE - Any cellular phones, tablels, computers or other media devices capable of
eonducting or storing digital communications. Any and all digital recording cameras, survaliience cameras, digilal smart
speakers or other ilems capable of capturing or storing video, audio or location evidence of actions occuring during the
commission of this crime.

DOCUMENTS - Any and all decuments found within that record various transaclions, purchases, vehicle ownership or other
items of indicia or documenting locations or limes.

PHOTOGRAPHICAIDEO DOCUMENTATION - Digital video/photographic documentation of the interior and exterior of the
vehicle as well as any separately secured containers found within.

OTHER ITEMS - Cleaning products, soaps, rags, sponges, mops or other Bems that could be used to clean up biclogical
evidence.

Page 1 of 1 Pages

AQPC 4100




A COPY OF THIS FORM, WHEN COMPLETED, IS TO BE ATTACHED TO EACH COPY OF THE SEARCH WARRANTS/AFFIDAVIT

Commonweaith of Pennsylvania RECEIPT / INVENTORY
OF SEIZED PROPERTY
COUNTY OF MERCER
DocketNumberMD ;0-;,207}[ P Po“ca]m,dent e e—— _WarrantCO ntro} T
(Issuing Authority): Number; PA24-835276 Number;
Inventory Page Number
O  / 1 of Pages .
TRy K : X G BT e e R S AT AR VL)
Tpr. Joseph MORRIS l PA State Police - Mercer 10297
Affiant Ageney or Address if private affiant Badge No.

The following property was taken / seized and a copy of this Receipt / Invertory with a copy of the Search
Warrant and affidavit(s) (if not sealed) was

[] personally served on (name of person)

. was left at (descnbethe location) T Al &REY !UIS’SAAJ 5&:&371{/4 ?A /?Eé Z.LZ 772

Item Quantlty o item “ " Make, Model, -Serral No., Color" ote.
Number ipti
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7
1
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/
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iwe do hereby state that this inventory is to the best of my/our knowledge and belief a true and correct listing of all items feized, and that liwe
sign this Receipt / Inventory-subject to the penaliies and provisions of Title 18 Pa.C.S. 4904(b}--Unsworn Falsification to Authorities.

Signature o;roerson tssuh}q Receipt / Inventory Printed Name Affitiation Badge or Title
THE (200 T, (20 ADAA 7 ETIF B Jor/7

Wture ;‘T_es/s,_.-—q /-—'7 Printed Name Affiliation Badge or Title

7 = o et 7/ 57

L~ éign%ture of peggon making search Printed Name Affliiation Badge or Title
TER. s A Dram 757’/% D5 P2 Y,
AQPC 4138 sl T e




RETURN of SERVICE
AND INVENTORY

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

COUNTY OF MERCER

ot =y praery

Docket Number: WD [0 - 2024 " Police Incident “Warrant Confrol

{Issuing Authority): Number; PA24-835276 Number:
Date of Search:s 7, ; Time of Search; - Property Seized as result of Search |
03/2d /A
Date of Return: Time of Return: Officer Making Return:
o IZH/SL‘! oo TR PALIS

Signature of Person 'Seiz{ng Property: 77/€ M D /?WY Py ,._(

Other Officers Participating in Search: 7PR. £44/7) SAya AN

. R.GH P Chapter 2, Part A, SEARCH WARRANTS.

Rule 202, Approval of Search Warrant Applications by Attorney for the Commonwealth - Local Option.
{8) The District Attorney of any county may require that search warrant applications filed in the cd unty have the approval of an attorney for the
Commonweatth prior 1o filing,
Rule 204. Person To Serve Warrant,
A search warrant shal! be served by a law enforcement officer.
Rule 205. Contents of Search Warrant.
Each search warrant shall be signed by the issulng authorily and shall:
(1) specify the date and time of issuance;
(2) identify spacifically the property to be seized;
(3) name or describe with particularity the person or place to be searched;
(4) direct that the search be executed either; (a) within a specified period of time, not to exceed:2 days from the time of issuance, or;
(b} when the warrant ts issued for a prospective event, only after the specified event has odeurred.
{5) direct that the warrant be served in the daytime unless otherwise authorized on the warrant, lRl’.‘)VIDED THAT, for purposas of
the Rules of Chapter2, Part A., the term "daytime” shall be used to mean the hours of 8 a.m. th 10 p.m,;
{6) designate by title the judiclal officer to whom the warrani shall be returned;
() certify that the issuing authorily has found probable cause based upan the facts swarn to or affirmed before the Issuing authotity by
written affidavit(s) attached to the warrant; and
(8} when applicable, certify on the face of the warrant that for good cause shown the affidavit(s) Ié sealed pursuant to Rule 211 and state
the length of time: the affidavit(s) will be sealed.

Rufe 2068, Contents of Application for Search Warrant.

Each application for a search warrant shall be supported by written affidavit{s) sighed and sworn td or affirmed before an issuing authority, which
affidavii(s) shall:
{1) state the hame and department, agancy, or address of the affiant;
(2) identify specifically the items or property {o be searched for and seized;
{3) name or describe with particularity the person or place to be searched;
{4) identify the owner, occupant, or possessor of the place to be searched:;
(5} specily or describe the crime which has been or Is baing committed:;
(6) set forth specifically the facts and circumstances which form the hasis for the affiant's conclusion that there is probable cause to balieve
that the items or property identified are evidence or the fruit of a crime, or are contraband, or gre or are expected o be otherwise
unlawfully pessessed or subject to seizure, and that these items or properiy are or are expected to be located on the particular person
or at the particular place describad:
(7) If a “nighttime” search Is requested {i.e., 10 p.m. to 6 a.m.), state additional reasonable cause for seeking permission to search in
the nighttime; and
(8) when the.altorney for the Commonwealth Is requesting that the affidavit(s) be sealed pursuan{ to Rule 211, state the facts and
circumstances which are alleged to establish good cause for the sealing of the affidavit(s).

Rule 208. Copy of Warrant; Receipt for Sefzed Property.

(a) Alaw enforcement officer, upon taking property pursuant to a search warrant, shali Jeave with Ethe person from whom or from whose premises the
property was-taken a copy of the wamant and affidavii(s).in suppart thereof, and a receipt for the properly seized. A copy of the warrant and
affidavit{s) must be left whether or net any property is seized.,

{b) If no ope Is present on the premises when the wamant is executed, the officer shatl leave the documents specified In paragraph (a) at a
conspicuous location in the sald premises. A copy of the warrant and affidavil{s) must be left whether ar not any property is seized,

{c) Notwithstanding the requirements in paragraphs (a) and (b}, the officar shall not leave a copy pf an affidavit that has been sealed pursuant to
Rule 211,

Rute 209. Return with Inventory.

{a) An inventory of items seized shall be made by the law enforcement officer serving a search warrant. The Inventory shall be made.in the presence of
the person from whose possession.or premises the property was taken, when feasible, or otherwise In the presence of at least one witness, The
officer shall $ign a statement on the inventory that it is a true and correct listing of all items seiied, and that the signer is subject to the penalties and
provisions of 18 Pa,C.S. Section 4804(b) - Unsworn Falsification to Autherities, The inventoryishall be returned to and filed with the issuing
authority. E

(b} The judiclal officer to whom the return was made shall upen request cause a copy of the inventory to be delivered to the applicant for the
warrant and to the person from whom, or from whose premises, the property was taken. ’1‘

{c) When the search warrant afiidavit{s) Is sealed pursuant to Rule 211, the return shall be made to the Justice or judge who issued the warrani.

T AR e

Rk T

ORCEWMENT OFFICER SHAELL MAKE AlLL RETURNS TO THE ISSUING AUTHORITY

THE LAW ENF
DESIGNATED ON THE SEARCH WARR;;\NT.

AQRG 4137 3




