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Magisterial District Summary Worksheet - Reestablishment 2021-2022

Start by saving the fillable worksheet template locally on your system as a PDF form. Then, open and complete the worksheets
in a PDF browser (not a web browser) to ensure all options and functionality are available. Answer the questions by typing or
selecting responses. Press TAB or click on a field to advance. Hover the fields for tips and instructions. Save and upload the
completed form to SharePoint.

Magisterial District Court Number: |23-3-04 County: |Berks

1.

Proposed plan for this magisterial district: Reestablish 2. Effective date: 1/1/2023

Caseload Analysis

3

Avg for Magisterial District Avg for Judicial District Avg for Class of County

Average total caseloads: 3 671

i 5,500 & 4,919

B.

4,

Difference (3A - 3B) | Ranking Total

Compare the difference between the caseload average of this
magisterial district to your judicial district caseload average. -1829 15th  outof 17

Difference (3A - 3C) % Above/Below

Compare the difference between the caseload average of this
magisterial district to your class of county caseload average. -1248 -25%

If this magisterial district is at the lower end of the caseload range and you are proposing to
reestablish (no changes), please summarize your response from the plan that explains why
you are departing from caseload equity.

From 2014 through 2019, case flings remained relatively consistent in this magisterial district except
that non-traffic filings decreased and traffic filings increased at the end of the review period. There is
no indication that this magisterial district will experience a continual or steady decrease in average
caseload over the next ten years. Moreover, any increase in filings will lessen the deviation from the
average caseload in the judicial district resulting in a more equitable caseload.

Workload Analysis

7

Avg for Magisterial District | Avg for Judicial District

Average total workloads: 30.663

& o 45564

Difference (7A - 7B) % Above/Below

Compare the difference between the average total
workloads of this magisterial district to the judicial district. -14,901 -33%

If this magisterial district’s average workload is fifteen (15%) percent higher or lower than your
judicial district average workload and you are proposing to reestablish this magisterial
district, please explain (summarize your response from the plan) why this does not result in an
unwarranted inequity among the judges.

When considering all seventeen magisterial districts within Barks County, the average workload for Magisterial District 23-3-04 is 33% below the average workload of
the judicial district. However, during the period of review, magisterial districts within the City of Reading had high numbers of non-traffic filings (fruancy) andior high
numbers of traffic filings (parking). Toward the end of the review period, those numbers slarted to decrease due 1o changes in law and the decriminalization of parking
vielations in the City of Reading. Therefore, if the average workloads for the magisterial districts in the City of Reading are removed from the analysis, the average
workload for the district courts (outside the City of Reading) totals 37, 030. Using that average workload figure, the average workload for MDC 23-3-04 is 17% below
ihe average workload for the disirict courls outside the City of Reading. Falling only 17% below that average workload figure indicates a more equitable warkload for
this magisterial district. Magisterial Disirict 23-3-04 includes three boroughs and two townships and covers 52 square miles. Also located in this magisterial district is
Kutzlown University. The University can impact the filings in the district (even if only for a portion of the year), The Magislerial District Judges in the county requesied
that the magisterial districts remain the same and no concern was raised regarding workload equily among the districls. As a result, the Court recommends that
Magisterial District 23-3-04 be reestablishad as it presenily exists.
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Magisterial District Summary Worksheet - Reestablishment 2021-2022

Start by saving the fillable worksheet template locally on your system as a PDF form. Then, open and complete the worksheets
in a PDF browser (not a web browser) to ensure all options and functionality are available. Answer the questions by typing or
selecting responses. Press TAB or click on a field to advance. Hover the fields for tips and instructions. Save and upload the

completed form to SharePoint.

Magisterial District Court Number: [23-3-05 County: |[Berks
1. Proposed plan for this magisterial district: Reestablish 2. Effective date: 1/1/2023
Caseload Analysis
Avg for Magisterial District Avag for ludicial District Avg for Class of County
3. Average total caseloads: 4,567 5 500 4,919
A. B. C.
4. Compare the difference between the caseload average of this | 2férence (3A-38) | Ranking Ll
magisterial district to your judicial district caseload average. -933 11th  outof 17
5. Compare the difference between the caseload average of this Bfferenie b ) Etcelice,
magisterial district to your class of county caseload average. -352 -1 %
6. If this magisterial district is at the lower end of the caseload range and you are proposing to

reestablish (no changes), please summarize your response from the plan that explains why
you are departing from caseload equity.

No changes are proposed for this magisterial district because the district's average
caseload is in the middle of the range of average caseloads in the judicial district and only
7% below the class of county average caseload.

Workload Analysis

Avg for Magisterial District | Avg for Judicial District
7. Average total -
verage total workloads % 25127 2 45 564
8. Compare the difference between the average total Difference (24 - 78) 2% Above/Below
workloads of this magisterial district to the judicial district. -20,437 -45 %

If this magisterial district’s average workload is fifteen (15%) percent higher or lower than your
judicial district average workload and you are proposing to reestablish this magisterial

district, please explain (summarize your response from the plan) why this does not result in an
unwarranted inequity among the judges.

When considering all seventeen magisterial districts within Berks County, the average warkload for Magisterial District 23-3-05 is
45% below the average workload of the judicial district. However, during the period of review, magisterial districts within the City
of Reading had high numbers of non-traffic filings (truancy) and/or high numbers of traffic filings (parking). Toward the end of the
review period, those numbers started to decrease due to changes in law and the decriminalization of parking violations in the City
of Reading. Therefore, if the average workloads for the magisterial districts in the City of Reading are removed from the analysis,
the average workload for the district courts (outside the City of Reading) totals 37,030. Using that average workload, the average
workload for MDC 23-3-05 is 32% below the average workload. The MDJs in the county requested that the magisterial districts
remain the same and no concern was raised regarding warkload equity.
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Magisterial District Summary Worksheet - Reestablishment 2021-2022

Start by saving the fillable worksheet template locally on your system as a PDF form. Then, open and complete the worksheets
in a PDF browser (not a web browser) to ensure all options and functionality are available. Answer the questions by typing or
selecting respanses. Press TAB or click on a field to advance. Hover the fields for tips and instructions. Save and upload the
completed form to SharePoint.

Magisterial District Court Number: [23-3-06 County: |Berks

1. Proposed plan for this magisterial district: Reestablish 2. Effective date: 1/1/2023

Caseload Analysis

Avg for Magisterial District Avg for Judicial District Avg for Class of County
3. Average total caseloads:
A 7,722 B. 5,500 C 4,919
4. Compare the difference between the caseload average of this [ 2#erence (34 -38) | Ranking et
magisterial district to your judicial district caseload average. 2222 4th outof 17
. . ] 3A - 3C %
5. Compare the difference between the caseload average of this o e Lo
magisterial district to your class of county caseload average. 2803 57 %

6. If this magisterial district is at the lower end of the caseload range and you are proposing to
reestablish (no changes), please summarize your response from the plan that explains why
you are departing from caseload equity.

N/A - This magisterial district has the 4th highest average caseload in the county.

Workload Analysis

Avg for Magisterial District | Avg for Judicial District

7. Average total workloads:

A 38,668 B 45,564
8. Compare the difference between the average total Difersisce {JA - 76 X Apve/Below
workloads of this magisterial district to the judicial district. -6,896 -15%

9. |If this magisterial district’'s average workload is fifteen (15%) percent higher or lower than your
judicial district average workload and you are proposing to reestablish this magisterial
district, please explain (summarize your response from the plan) why this does not result in an
unwarranted inequity among the judges.

The average workload for this magisterial district is within 15% of the average workload for
the judicial district and therefore does not indicate an inequitable workload.
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Magisterial District Summary Worksheet - Reestablishment 2021-2022

Start by saving the fillable worksheet template locally on your system as a PDF form. Then, open and complete the worksheets
in a PDF browser (not a web browser) to ensure all options and functionality are available. Answer the questions by typing or

selecting responses. Press TAB or click on a field to advance. Hover the fields for tips and instructions. Save and upload the
completed form to SharePoint.

Magisterial District Court Number: [23-3-07 County: |[Berks

1. Proposed plan for this magisterial district: Reestablish 2. Effective date: 1/1/2023

Caseload Analysis

Avg for Magisterial District Avg for Judicial District Avg for Class of County
3. Average total caseloads: 3.458 5 500 4919
A. B. C.
4. Compare the difference between the caseload average of this | 2ference (34-38) | Ranking L
magisterial district to your judicial district caseload average. -2042 16th  outof 17
5. Compare the difference between the caseload average of this it e K Aove/ by
magisterial district to your class of county caseload average. -1461 -30 %

6. [f this magisterial district is at the lower end of the caseload range and you are proposing to
reestablish (no changes), please summarize your response from the plan that explains why
you are departing from caseload equity.

From 2014 through 2019, case flings have remained relatively stable in this magisterial district. There is no indication that this

magisterial district be reestablished as it currently exists for the following reasons: 1.) the Magisterial District Judges requested

this magisterial district covers 171 square miles and the Court does not wish to increase the size of the magisterial district.

magisterial district will experience a continual or steady decrease in filings over the next ten years. Moreover, any increase in filings
will lessen the deviation from the average caseload in the judicial district resulting in a more equitable caseload. This magisterial
district has the second lowest average caseload in the County. Despite the average caseload, the Court is recommending that the

no

changes to the magisterial districts; 2.) there is no trend indicating that case filings will decrease over the next ten year perioed; 3.)

Workload Analysis
Avg for Magisterial District | Avg for Judicial District
7. Average total workloads:
8 . A 19,561 o 45564
8. Compare the difference between the average total Difference (74 - 78} 2 Above/Eelow
workloads of this magisterial district to the judicial district. -26,003 -57 %

9. If this magisterial district’s average workload is fifteen (15%) percent higher or lower than your
judicial district average workload and you are proposing to reestablish this magisterial

district, please explain (summarize your response from the plan) why this does not result in an
unwarranted inequity among the judges.

When considering all seventeen magisterial districts within Berks County, the average workload for Magisterial District 23-3-07 is 57% below the
average workload of the judicial district. However, during the period of review, magisterial districts within the City of Reading had high numbers of
non-traffic filings (truancy) and/or high numbers of traffic filings (parking). Toward the end of the review period, those numbers started to decrease
due to changes in law and the decriminalization of parking violations in the City of Reading. Therefore, if the average workloads for the magisterial
districts in the City of Reading are removed from the analysis, the average workload for the district courts (outside the City of Reading) totals
37,030. Using that average workload, the average workload for MDC 23-3-07 is 38% below the average workload indicating a more equitable
workload. This magisterial district includes two boroughs and eight townships and covers 171 square miles. It is recommended that the district be
reestablished as it currently exists to avoid expanding the current size of the district. Additionally, the Magisterial District Judges in the county
requested that the magisterial districts remain the same and no concern was raised regarding workload equity.
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Magisterial District Summary Worksheet - Reestablishment 2021-2022

Start by saving the fillable worksheet template locally on your system as a PDF form. Then, open and complete the worksheets
in a PDF browser (not a web browser) to ensure all options and functionality are available. Answer the questions by typing or

selecting responses. Press TAB or click on a field to advance. Hover the fields for tips and instructions. Save and upload the
completed form to SharePaoint.

Magisterial District Court Number: |23-3-09 County: |Berks

1. Proposed plan for this magisterial district: Reestablish 2. Effective date: 1/1/2023

Caseload Analysis

Avg for Magisterial District Avg for Judicial District Avg for Class of County
3. Average total caseloads: 8,053 5,500 4.919
A. B. €:
4. Compare the difference between the caseload average of this | 2fference (34 - 38) | Ranking L
magisterial district to your judicial district caseload average. 25653 2 outof 17
. . Di 3A - 3C,
5. Compare the difference between the caseload average of this foidiad ) bVl
magisterial district to your class of county caseload average. 3134 64 %

6. If this magisterial district is at the lower end of the caseload range and you are proposing to
reestablish (no changes), please summarize your response from the plan that explains why
you are departing from caseload equity.

N/A - This magisterial district has the second highest average caseload in the county.

Workload Analysis

Avg for Magisterial District | Avg for Judicial District
T total :
Average total workloads " 53,838 . 45 564
8. Compare the difference between the average total Difference (74 - 78) % Above/Below
workloads of this magisterial district to the judicial district. 8,274 18 %

9. If this magisterial district’s average workload is fifteen (15%) percent higher or lower than your
judicial district average workload and you are proposing to reestablish this magisterial
district, please explain (summarize your response from the plan) why this does not result in an
unwarranted inequity among the judges.

an even more equitable workload for this magisterial district over the next ten year period,

No changes are proposed for this magisterial district because the district average workload is only 18% above
the judicial district's average workoad. Furthermore, during the period of review, magisterial districts within the
City of Reading had high numbers of non-traffic filings (truancy) and/or high numbers of traffic filings (parking).
Toward the end of the review period, however, those numbers started to decrease due to changes in law and
the decriminalization of parking violations in the City of Reading. In this magisterial district, from 2014 to 2019,
non-traffic filings decreased by 52% and traffic filings decreased by 84%.Those decreases in filings will result in
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ATTENTION: FOR MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT COURT OFFICE HOURS, PLEASE CLICK
HERE OR THE MDJ LISTING IN THE LEFT NAVIGATION BOX

Mission Statement

It is the mission of the Berks County Magisternial District Judge System to seek justice, to foster
public trust and confidence in an independent judiciary, and to provide high quality courteous
service to all users of the magisterial district courts by processing cases and resolving disputes
in a manner that reflects the system's commitment to open access to the courts, fairness,
impartiality, administrative efficiency, fiscal responsibility and public accountability.

About Department

The seventeen magisterial district judges and two centralized magisterial district courts in
Berks County are under the supervision and administrative control of the President Judge.
Each magisterial district judge is elected to serve within his/her magisterial district for a six-year
term. The Berks County Central Arraignment Court and Reading Central Court are the two
centralized courts established within the minor judiciary system. The Berks County Central
Arraighment Court, located on the 1st floor of the Berks County Courthouse, serves as an
after-hours emergency duty court insuring the continual availability of at least one issuing
authority in the Twenty-third Judicial District. The Reading Central Court, also located on the
1st floor of the Berks County Courthouse, was established to efficiently dispose of preliminary
hearings in misdemeanor and felony cases filed in any of the five magisterial districts within the
City of Reading.

Magisterial district judges are included in Pennsylvania's Unified Judicial System. Magisterial
district judges have jurisdiction over civil claims where the disputed amount is less than
$12,000.00, landlord/tenant disputes, summary offenses (traffic and non-traffic offenses), and
hold preliminary hearings in misdemeanor and felony cases. They grant emergency relief
under the Protection From Abuse Act and the Older Adult Protective Service Act. Additionally,
magisterial district judges issue arrest warrants, conduct preliminary arraignments, set and
accept balil, issue search warrants, and perform marriage ceremonies.

Magisterial district courts are connected to the statewide-automated Magisterial District Judge
System, which came online in 1992 This records management system assists the courts in
case processing and financial accounting.

Special Courts Administration provides administrative support to the magisterial district judges
by preparing the Magisterial District Judge System's operating budget, administering facility
and_eqL_Jipment needs, assisting in personnel management, providing staff training and

Reestablishment of Berks
County Magisterial
Districts

The proposal for the
reestablishment of the Berks
County Magisterial Districts
has been prepared for
submission to the
Administrative Office of
Pennsylvania Courts. The
proposal by President Judge
Thomas G. Parisi
recommends that all
magisterial districts remain
the same.

An electronic copy of the
summary worksheets may be
found on the website for the
Berks County Magisterial
District Judge System.
Copies of the proposal are
also available for review at
all Magisterial District Judge
offices as well as Reading
Central Court on the 1st
Floor of the Berks County
Courthouse. Comments on
the proposal must be
submitted no later than
February 14, 2022 to:

Special Courts
Administration
First Floor, Courthouse
633 Court Street
Reading, PA 19601

‘Magisterial District Summary
Worksheets for Berks County:
‘Reestablishment 2021-2022
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From: Greth, Gail

To: Phillips, Faith

Cc: Parisi, Thomas

Subject: MDJ Re-districting

Date: Wednesday, February 9, 2022 4:16:12 PM
Faith:

| am open to scheduling a meeting to further discuss the re-districting
concerns which | forwarded to you and the reasons why | believe my
caseload will not be increasing and will possibly be decreasing.

There are other areas of the State where municipalities are split
between two magisterial district judges. Has anyone suggested this for
our county? This could be a possible solution to my situation. For
example, if Greenwich Township were split between myself 23-3-04
and Judge Bagenstose 23-3-06 | would have jurisdiction over a portion
of Interstate 78. Another possible solution is to split Maidencreek
Township between myself and Judge Strand 23-3-05 to balance the
caseload out. | do understand that there are other factors to consider.

If you wish to wait to address this matter until a later time | am not
opposed to this, however, | want to be on record as having expressed
concerns about my low caseload while we’re in the midst of our re-
districting process.

Thank you,

Gail Greth

FOR INFORMATION RE: COVID-19 AND WHAT YOU CAN DO... CLICK www.DoYourPartBerks.com
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From: Phillips, Faith

To: Weber, Steve

Subject: FW: request for increase in caseload for 23-3-04
Date: Thursday, February 3, 2022 1:17:00 PM
Attachments: image001.qaif

FaithvI. Phillips
Special Courts Administrator

23™ Judicial District of Pennsylvania
633 Court Street

Reading, PA 19601

610.478.6456, ext. 3530
610.478.6608 (Fax)

From: Greth, Gail <GGreth@countyofberks.com>
Sent: Thursday, February 3, 2022 1:15 PM

To: Phillips, Faith <FPhillips@countyofberks.com>
Cc: Parisi, Thomas <TParisi@countyofberks.com>
Subject: request for increase in caseload for 23-3-04

Faith:

| reviewed the redistricting proposal. | see no increase in my jurisdictional area, 23-3-04, in the 10
year proposal. We have an opportunity to even out the caseloads and | do not understand why we
are not making changes. For example, Judge Bagenstose 23-3-06 and Judge Patton 23-1-06 each
average more than double my caseload, 8,000+ cases annually. | have one of the lowest caseloads in
the County, 3,000+ cases . | have expressed concerns about my low caseload in comparison to other
offices in the past. | suggested resolutions.

I am only in the courtroom presiding over cases three days per week and | believe my caseload will
continue to drop. | do not want to see this because the Judge’s position will become a part time
one. The citizens deserve a full time Judge and the media across the State is criticizing Judges who
do not work full time.

| would appreciate it if this matter could addressed in order that my caseload increases. | am
available to discuss this at your convenience.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Gail M. Grethv

Magisterial District Judge
23-3-04

110 W Arch Street

Suite 118

Fleetwood PA 19522
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