


Introduction 

In July 2021, Adams County was notified by the Administrative Office of 
Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) of its requirement under 42 Pa.C.S.A. § 1503 to participate 
in the reestablishment of magisterial districts. This event occurs every ten years and is 
directly related to the Federal decennial census. Adams County has received from the 
AOPC a set of guidelines, case filing statistics, and workload statistics for Criminal, Non-
Traffic, Private Criminal Complaint, Private Summary Complaint, Traffic, Civil, 
Landlord/Tenant and Miscellaneous filings in the four District Courts in Adams County. 
In addition, Population Data and Projections were received from the Adams County 
Office of Planning and Development. The guidelines indicate that Adams County shall 
submit recommendations to the AOPC regarding the reestablishment of its District 
Courts no later than February 28, 2022. 

The four District Courts in Adams County currently exist as follows: 

1. District Court 51-3-01
525 Boyds School Road, Suite 900 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 
Coverage: Gettysburg Borough

Straban Township
Current Magisterial District Judge: Matthew R. Harvey

2. District Court 51-3-02
45D West Hanover Street
Gettysburg, PA 17325 
Coverage: Bonneauville Borough

Littlestown Borough
McSherrystown Borough
Conewago Township
Germany Township
Mt. Joy Township
Mt. Pleasant Township
Union Township

Current Magisterial District Judge: Daniel S. Bowman

Newly elected Magisterial District Judge: Christopher A. Snyder

3. District Court 51-3-03
40 Church Road
East Berlin, PA 17316 
Coverage: Abbottstown Borough 

East Berlin Borough 
New Oxford Borough 



York Springs Borough 
Berwick Township 
Hamilton Township 
Huntington Township 
Latimore Township 
Oxford Township 
Reading Township 
Tyrone Township 

Current Magisterial District Judge: Tony J. Little 
 

4. District Court 51-3-04
525 Boyds School Road, Suite 800 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 
Coverage: Arendtsville Borough

Bendersville Borough
Biglerville Borough
Carroll Valley Borough
Fairfield Borough
Butler Township
Cumberland Township
Franklin Township
Freedom Township
Hamiltonban Township
Highland Township
Liberty Township
Menallen Township

Current Magisterial District Judge: Mark D. Beauchat

The following report, along with required worksheets provided by the AOPC, will meet 
the requirements of the AOPC. The process of coming to the conclusion in this report 
will be accomplished by a combination of the examination of the data, conferring with 
the Magisterial District Judges in Adams County, and the guidance and review of the 
report by a committee to be comprised of the following Adams County members, as 
appointed by the President Judge: 

1. Court of Common Pleas Judge Thomas Campbell, Chair
2. Commissioner Randy Phiel
3. Magisterial District Judge Matthew Harvey
4. District Attorney Brian Sinnett
5. Public Defender Kristin Rice
6. District Court Administrator Donald Fennimore
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