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How prevalent is animal abuse in Pennsylvania?

HARRISBURG— Libre’s Law, the anti-cruelty law (Act 10) that strengthened the protection of animals, went
into effect in late August of 2017. Since then, over 25,000 animal abuse offenses have been filed statewide —
54 percent of which were for neglect of an animal.

Among some of the changes to Pennsylvania’s previous animal cruelty laws include stricter tethering
regulations, harsher penalties for certain animal abuse offenses and the requirement that anyone convicted of
an animal abuse offense forfeit their animal(s).

This infographic highlights key data about animal abuse cases and offenses committed statewide since the law
took effect. A high-resolution file of the graphic is available for download at www.pacourts.us under Media
Resources.
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What is Libre's Law? Total number of offenses filed = 25,228

Libre's Law is an anti-cruelty law that strengthened
protection for animals and increcsed penalfies

for animal abuse in Pennsylvania - including the
ability for aggravated animal cruelty to be

charged as a felony. ffense:

eglect of an animal
The law, inspired by a Boston Temier puppy who

was found badly neglected and abused in
Lancaster County, went infe effect Aug. 28, 2017.
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Total # of cases filed = 6,210

Animal abuse offenses filed since

Gender of defendants: Age of defendants: Libre's Law was enacted:
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Animal abuse offenses refer to Title 18 -
Sections 5532, 5533 and 4534

**All data refers to cases and ottenses fled from 8/27/2017- 12/31/2020 ot Title 18- Sections 5532 [Neglect of animal),
5533 [Cruelly lo animal] and 5534 (Aggravaled cruelly o arimal] os recorded in he Magisisial Dislie] Judge AGOPC
Systen (MDJS) and Common Pleas Case Management Systerm (CPCMS).
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PA Courts InfoShare is a monthly product of the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (AOPC) that
visually highlights the work of the courts with interesting data and statistics obtained through the judiciary’s
case management systems, interactive dashboards and other research. Reproduction is permissible with source
cited.
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