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2019-20 General Appropriations Act:
This year’s general fund budget level-funded the judiciary’s 
government operations at $355.789 million. An increase of 
$286,000 was included for the Judicial Conduct Board.

Changes to the composition of the Commission on 
Sentencing: 
Pursuant to changes made in the Administrative Code 
and becoming effective Oct. 1, the chief justice will now 
appoint two judges of courts of record and a law professor 
knowledgeable in criminal sentencing. 

The president judges of the Superior and Commonwealth 
Courts will now each appoint one judge of a court of record. 
The amendment removes all executive appointments and 
eliminates the victim advocate as an ex officio nonvoting 
member. 

Finally, the amendment increases the number of legislative 
appointments to the Commission. 

Victim/witness legislation:  
Marsy’s Law – a victim rights constitutional amendment 
– passed for the required second time, and a question 
seeking voter approval will appear on the November 
ballot. The amendment passed in tandem with statutory 
amendments to protect victims/witnesses, and became 
effective on Aug. 27:
•	 Act 23 – adds a new right in the Crime Victims Act 

prohibiting the exclusion of victims from any criminal 
proceedings, absent court finding that the victim’s 
testimony would be materially altered if he/she heard 
other testimony at the proceeding;  

•	 Act 24 – amends the Rape Shield Law to exclude 
in certain circumstances evidence of past sexual 
victimization or allegations thereof;

•	 Act 30 – grants protections similar to those afforded to 
children under the tender years exception to individuals 
with intellectual disabilities and autism. 

School police officers:
Previously under the Public School Code, school entities 
could apply to Courts of Common Pleas for the appointment 
of school police officers. Upon appointment, judges could 
grant the school police officers the power to arrest, issue 
citations for summary offenses and/or detain students until 
the arrival of local law enforcement.  

Act 67 removes school police officer arrest power.  
Additionally, the act requires judges, at the request of a 
school entity, to grant school police officers the authority to 
carry firearms if the officer:
•	 has successfully completed basic training as required 

by the Municipal Police Officers’ Education and 
Training Commission, OR is a graduate of the PA State 
Police Academy, was employed as a trooper and has 
separated from service in good standing, AND 

•	 has successfully completed the Basic School Resource 
Officer Course of Instruction or an equivalent course of 
instruction approved by the Pennsylvania Comission on 
Crime and Delinquency.

Act 67 became effective Aug. 27, and contains numerous 
other amendments pertaining to school resource officers 
and security guards – the changes discussed above are 
only those involving Courts of Common Pleas. 

Coming up: 
The House and Senate are scheduled for 24 and 15 
voting days, respectively, this fall. Among other issues, it is 
expected the legislature will: 
1.	 Continue to debate reforms to statutory probation 

provisions, building upon a two-day Senate hearing 
held in June in which a panel of Common Pleas judges 

participated; and
2.	 Continue debate on a second justice 

reinvestment initiative. 

Legislative roundup by Damian J. Wachter, Esq.

{Damian Wachter, Esq. is the assistant 
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The House and Senate are recessed for the summer and return on Sept. 17 and 23, 
respectively. Prior to recess, a flurry of legislative activity took place. 



13

On May 23, with two weeks of middle school remaining 
before summer break, a group of 135 soon-to-be high 
school freshmen from Cumberland Valley’s Good Hope 
Middle School visited the Pennsylvania Judicial Center. 

As the final project in their U.S. History class, students 
conducted a mock trial to decide how much responsibility 
Germany should be assessed for World War I.

Commonwealth Court Judge Ellen Ceisler and state Rep. 
Greg Rothman, 87th Legislative District, Cumberland County, 
welcomed students to the James S. Bowman En Banc 
Courtroom. 

Judge Ceisler reminded students how the three different 
branches of government function and summarized the 
significance of an independent judiciary. She impressed 
upon the class the importance of the American jury system 
and the civic duty to serve as a juror.

While Judge Ceisler presided over the courtroom, the 
students were solely responsible for assuming all roles 
involved - including judges, jurors, prosecuting lawyers, 
defense counsel, witnesses, bailiffs and sketch artists. The 
proceedings were even recorded by the Court’s own court 
reporter.

Judge Ceisler asked questions to engage the students and 
explained why certain court procedures are critical to the 
fair and impartial administration of justice.

Now in its fifth year, this program offers students a hands-
on experience that helps enhance their listening skills, 
gain confidence in public speaking, and practice the art of 
advocacy, all while learning about possible careers. 

Commonwealth Court 
hosts mock trial 
By Amy Kehner
AOPC/Judicial Programs administrator 
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Around the Judiciary

On June 28, one year after Clean 
Slate legislation was signed into law, 
Court Administrator of Pennsylvania, 
Tom Darr spoke at a press 
conference in front of the PJC about 
the courts’ role with clean slate.

Team Scott Inspire is a project 
of the Foundation for Enhancing 
Communities. Their “Students 
Achieving Success” (SAS) program 
provides support and encouragement 
to students in Dauphin County facing 
adversity, homelessness or other 
challenges. Superior Court Judge 
Carolyn Nichols was a keynote 
speaker at their graduation celebration 
in May. 

(l to r): President Judge Michael 
Barrasse (Lackawanna), Judge 
Charles Ehrlich (Philadelphia), Judge 
Wage Kagarise (Blair) and President 
Judge Janine Edwards (Wayne) 
participated in a hearing on probation 
reform legislation before the Senate 
Judiciary Committee on June 25. 

The Veterans Treatment Court 
Strategic Planning Committee met in 
Harrisburg in late June to develop a 
statewide strategic plan for Veterans 
Treatment Courts. The session was 
facilitated by the Center for Court 
Innovation and was hosted by the 
AOPC.   

On June 18, Supreme Court Justice David Wecht participated in the Philadelphia 
Bar Association’s Chancellor’s Forum on “When the Rule of Law Fails: Lessons of 
the Holocaust.”
(l to r) sitting: Don Greenbaum- Liberator of Dachau, Ernest Gross- Holocaust 
Survivor, Justice David Wecht (l to r) standing: Rochelle Fedullo, Esq. – Chancellor, 
Philadelphia Bar Association, Felix Yellin – Vice Chancellor, Louis D. Brandeis Law 
Society, Jennifer Coatsworth – Chancellor, Louis D. Brandeis Law Society.

Justice Debra Todd spoke on June 6 
at the Sr. Law Center event on elder 
justice.

Superior Court Judges Anne Lazarus 
and Carolyn Nichols and Supreme 
Court Justice Debra Todd (l to r) 
participated in a June panel discussion 
in Harrisburg for Chatham University’s 
Pennsylvania Center for Women in 
Politics. 

Franklin County Court of Common 
Pleas celebrated Juror Appreciation 
Day with festivities sponsored by the 
Franklin County Bar Association. 

AOPC wished Ken Crump, assistant 
director of Finance, a very happy 
retirement in early July. Ken worked 
for AOPC for more than 27 years. With 
absolute dedication and good humor, 
he was instrumental for many years 
in crafting the judiciary’s annual state 
budget.
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Pictured with Court Administrator of 
Pennsylvania Tom Darr is Dr. Hannah 
Bows, an assistant professor in Criminal 
Law at Durham Law School in the 
United Kingdom, deputy director of the 
Centre for Research into Violence and 
Abuse, and co-director of the Centre 
for Criminal Law and Criminal Justice. 
Outside of academia, Prof. Bows sits 
as a magistrate on the County Durham 
and Darlington bench. Prof. Bows, who 
researches violence and abuse against 
elders, visited Pennsylvania (and other 
states) to understand how the U.S. 
responds to abuse and crimes against 
elders.  

The PCSTJ officers (l to r): Treasurer - President Judge Dennis Reinaker 
(Lancaster); first vice president - Judge Carolyn Tornetta Carluccio 
(Montgomery); president elect - Judge George W. Overton (Philadelphia); 
President Judge Terrence R. Nealon (Lackawanna); second vice president 
- Judge Christine A. Ward, administrative judge – Civil Division (Allegheny); 
immediate past president - President Judge Charles H. Saylor (Northumberland); 
past president - Judge George A. Pagano (Delaware).
Not pictured: secretary - Judge Marc F. Lovecchio (Lycoming).

Superior Court hosted Chinese law 
students from Temple University’s LLM 
in Trial Advocacy program, in addition 
to interns and law students from local 
courts and the Montgomery County 
Bar Association’s Diversity Committee. 
(l to r:) PJE Susan Gantman, PJE John 
Bender, Senior Judge James Colins 
and Judge Carolyn Nichols along with 
the students and interns.

PJ/PACM Board members at the June 
conference held in State College.
(l to r): Mark Singer – vice president/
Franklin district court administrator 
(DCA); Amy DeMatt – western 
director/Westmoreland DCA; 
Deborah Rivera – immediate past 
president/ Monroe deputy court 
administrator; Kevin Cross – president-
elect/Philadelphia deputy court 
administrator; Lisa Hazen – treasurer/
Lawrence assistant court administrator; 
Carol Dillon – president/Montgomery 
deputy court administrator; Kendra 
Miknis – central director/Centre DCA; 
Charles Mapp, Sr. – eastern director/
Philadelphia chief deputy court 
administrator; Don Powers – central 
director/Clinton DCA; Heidi Shiderly, 
Esq. – western director/Crawford DCA; 
Kerry Turtzo – eastern director/Lehigh 
DCA.

Kristen W. Brown, Esq., who 
recently retired as the prothonotary 
of Commonwealth Court, received 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s 
Administrative Law Section’s James 
S. Bowman Award for making a 
significant impact on the practice of 
administrative law and demonstrating 
leadership in mentoring 
administrative law practitioners. 

Court Interpreters Workshop attendees 
participated in exercises and listened 
to speakers providing valuable 
information at the July workshop in 
Harrisburg. 

Allegheny County’s former Chief 
Public Defender and newly appointed 
Common Pleas Judge Elliot Howsie 
during his swearing-in ceremony in 
June.

Assistant Court Administrator of 
Pennsylvania Andrea Tuominen, Esq.,  
after successfully completing a 
two-year term as the co-chair of 
the Pennsylvania Bar Association’s 
Women in the Profession Committee. 
(l to r): Andrea Tuominen and co-chair 
Renee Mattei Myers. 
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NEW TO THE JUDICIAL BRANCH

JOSHUA R. ALBRIGHT – IT – END USER 
HARDWARE/SOTWARE TECH
NICOLE A. VALKO ARRINGTON – CAMBRIA 
– ASST COURT ADMIN
ERICA J. CIHONSKI – BUTLER – DEPUTY 
COURT ADMIN
BELINDA A. EIGEN – OCFC – JUDICIAL 
PROGRAMS ANALYST
ROBERT F. GRANZOW – JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT SECURITY – ADMINISTRATOR 
DANIEL S. HALL – IT – END USER 
HARDWARE/SOFTWARE TECH	
ELLIOT C. HOWSIE – ALLEGHENY – 
JUDGE
ANNA-KRISTIE M. MARKS – LEHIGH – 
JUDGE
MARY C. MCGINLEY – ALLEGHENY – 
JUDGE
JACALYN S. MORAN – CAMBRIA – ASST 
COURT ADMIN
CAROLYN M. MURPHY-PERRY – LEHIGH – 
MDJ ADMIN
AMANDA D. PEREIRA – RESEARCH AND 
STATS – RESEARCH ASSISTANT
MARSHALL J. PICCININI – ERIE – JUDGE 
JORDAN S. RUDACILLE – IT – NOC 
TECHNICIAN
CASEY M. SCHEFFLER – 
COMMUNICATIONS – COMMUNICATIONS 
COORDINATOR

CHRISTOPHER W. SPOHN – IT – END 
USER HARDWARE/SOTWARE TECH	
BRANDI C. TOY – ARMSTRONG – 
DISTRICT COURT ADMIN
GEOFFREY E. WEYL – LEGAL – COUNSEL
BRANDON L. WHITESEL – IT – SENIOR 
WEB DEVELOPER

RETIREMENTS/RESIGNATIONS

SARAH L. BALSINGER – CAMBRIA – ASST 
COURT ADMIN
STACEY J. BASSETT – CAMBRIA – ASST 
COURT ADMIN
SHERRY A. BROWN – IT – NOC MANAGER
RONIT R. CHAUDHURI – IT – IT 
SPECIALIST
KERI L. COHEN – LEGAL – LEGAL INTERN
AMANDA COOPERMAN – PHILADELPHIA 
– JUDGE
KENNETH R. CRUMP – FINANCE – 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF FINANCE
LYNN M. CUMMINGS-WILSON – VENANGO 
– DISTRICT COURT ADMIN
ROSE MARY FIGAZZOTTO – RESEARCH 
AND STATS – RESEARCH ASSISTANT
JANINE M. HAUGHTON – LEGAL – LEGAL 
INTERN
TOM M. HOLMAN – BUTLER – DEPUTY 
DISTRICT COURT ADMIN
MARY BETH MARSCHIK – JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT SECURITY – ADMINISTRATOR/
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO COURT ADMIN
KENDRA L. RILEY – FINANCE – ADMIN 
ASSISTANT

H. GORDON ROBERTS – LEHIGH – MDJ 
ADMIN
ROSALYN K. ROBINSON – PHILADELPHIA 
– JUDGE
M. TERESA SARMINA – PHILADELPHIA – 
JUDGE
J. KAY SHAFFER – IT – IT ASSET 
COORDINATOR  

COMMITTEES, BOARDS AND ADVISORY 
GROUPS

HON. RENÉE COHN JUBELIRER – 
APPOINTED – JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
BOARD
BARRY M. SIMPSON, ESQ. – 
REAPPOINTED – IOLTA
MARKITA MORRIS-LOUIS, ESQ. – 
REAPPOINTED – IOLTA
T. MATTHEW DUGAN, III, ESQ. – 
APPOINTED – CRIMINAL PROCEDURAL 
RULES COMMITTEE
HON. MARGARET A. HUNSICKER-
FLEISCHER – REAPPOINTED – MINOR 
COURT RULES COMMITTEE
JAMES L. MCMONAGLE, JR., ESQ. – 
REAPPOINTED – APPELLATE COURT 
PROCEDURAL RULES COMMITTEE
HON. DENISE SNYDER THIEL – 
REAPPOINTED – MINOR JUDICIARY 
EDUCATION BOARD
HON. KAREN EISNER ZUCKER – 
REAPPOINTED – MINOR JUDICIARY 
EDUCATION BOARD

Transitions


